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Shabbar's Appointment As
FBR Chief Leads To Unrest,
Disappointment In
Bureau's Ranks

By Faisal Ali Ghumman

T he Federal Board of
Revenue's officers have
conveyed their serious

concerns and reservations
over the federal government's
decision to appoint Syed
Shabbar Zaidi as the bureau's
chairman.

The appointment of a
partner of chartered
Accountant firm to the most
important and sensitive position i.e
chairman FBR  is considered a high-
risk area for conflict of interest and Mr
Shabbar's placement is one fit case. 

Prime Minister Imran Khan appointed renowned chartered
accountant and tax affairs expert Syed Shabbar Zaidi as chairper-
son FBR, making his announcement on Monday during a con-
versation with reporters and media personnel in the federal capi-
tal. Zaidi's name has been finalized by the premier only two days
after the previous announcement that senior Customs officer and
additional secretary in the finance division Ahmed Mujtaba
Memon would be appointed the bureau's chief. Previously,
Islamabad High Court declared Arshad Ali Hakeem's appoint-
ment as Chairman FBR as illegal and unconstitutional. Being a
senior partner of an accountancy firm A F Ferguson & Co, Mr
Shabbar's appointment raises serious doubts about his impartiali-
ty and sincerity with Premier Revenue Agency as he is pleading
the cases of companies involving hundreds of billion of rupees as
tax revenues.

Informed sources in the Inland Revenue Service (IRS) told
lahoremirror.com that Mr Shabbar's appointment has been made
while ignoring more than 10 senior most Inland Revenue Service
and Pakistan Customs Service Officers serving in BS-22. This
action has also been viewed as mistrust and no-confidence in
more than 2,000 officers working in both cadres of FBR, they
added. A senior FBR official was of the view that the govern-
ment is repeatedly demoralizing the two cadres in FBR by
appointing chairman FBR either from PAS and now a private
individual from a chartered accountant firm.

"If at all his expertise is inevitable to be utilised , the govt
may appoint him as advisor being the prerogative of the govt to
appoint any person against a position meant for political
appointees," the officer said.

ZAIDI'S PROFESSIONAL CAREER
Shabbr Zaidi is a senior partner at A F Ferguson and Co, a

leading accountancy and advisory company in Pakistan and a
Price Waterhouse Coopers member firm. He has previously
served as provincial finance minister in the Sindh caretaker cabi-
net in 2013.

Zaidi has also served as president of the Institute of
Chartered Accountants of Pakistan and as chairman of the South
Asian Federation of Accountants (SAFA) in the past, and has
also authored several books, including Panama Leaks - A
Blessing in Disguise - Offshore Assets of Pakistani Citizens, A
Journey for Clarityand Pakistan: Not a Failed State. The govern-
ment is yet to issue an official notification for his appointment as
FBR chairperson.

Zaidi's appointment comes days after the removal of
Jahanzeb Khan from the position as head of the tax collection
body. On Saturday, the government appointed Dr Reza Baqir - a
Pakistani economist working for the International Monetary
Fund (IMF) - as the governor of the State Bank of Pakistan.
The key appointments to the key positions come as Islamabad
seeks to finalise a bailout package from the global lender. 

UK's Royal Baby:
Congratulations Pour In For
Meghan And Prince Harry

P rince Harry, the Duke,
and his spouse Meghan
Markle, Duchess of

Sussex, have been receiving
congratulations from
around the world for their
newly-born son. The new-
born was delivered at
05:26 BST on Monday,
with Prince Harry saying
the baby boy was "absolute-
ly to die for". The Palace said

the Queen, the Duke of
Edinburgh and the Prince of Wales

were all "delighted with the news".
Meghan's mother, Doria Ragland, was said to be "over-
joyed", while former US First Lady Michelle Obama said
she and Barack were "thrilled". The baby, who has not
been named yet, is seventh in line to the throne, behind the
Prince of Wales, the Duke of Cambridge and his children -
Prince George, Princess Charlotte and Prince Louis - and
Prince Harry.

He is the Queen's eighth great-grandchild. Speaking after
the birth, Harry said they planned to present the baby to the
media in two days' time "so everyone can see" him. He said
Meghan and the baby were doing "incredibly well", adding that
they were still thinking about names for the infant. Arthur - a
traditional royal name that is among the middle names of the
baby's grandfather, the Prince of Wales, and his uncle the Duke
of Cambridge - is the favourite with many of the bookies, while
Alexander and James are also popular. –LAHORE MIRROR

W hen cricketer Shahid Afridi of Pakistan struck a 37-ball
century against Sri Lanka in 1996, he not only recorded
the fastest-ever one-day ton, but also turned to the

youngest player to score 100 runs in an international one day.
In a new autobiography, the fiery all-rounder says he was aged

19 when he blasted onto the world stage with his record-breaking
innings, and not 16 as history suggests.

"For the record, I was just nineteen, and not sixteen like they
claim," he writes in "Game Changer", which went on sale this
week. "I was born in 1975. So, yes, the authorities stated my age
incorrectly." Confusingly, if he was born in 1975, it would mean
he was either 20 or 21 at the time.

Wisden, the sport's recognised almanac, still lists Afridi as the
youngest player to score a one-day ton - aged 16 years and 217
days - but his fastest-century record lasted until 2014 when it was
eclipsed by New Zealander Corey Anderson, and by South African
AB de Villiers a year later.

Cricket experts and fans have long questioned the purported
ages of various Asian players - particularly in junior competitions
- and Afridi's revelation will only fuel the controversy.

In the weeks leading up to his record-breaking Pakistan debut,
Afridi had been playing in an international under-19 tournament
in the West Indies.

Pakistan cricket authorities claimed Hasan Raza was 14 years
old when he made his Test debut against Zimbabwe in 1996, but

Wisden doesn't recognise that claim.
The age controversy is just one of many in Afridi's book, in

which he lays into former team mates with no holds barred - call-
ing Javed Miandad, Pakistan's most successful Test batsman, "a
small man".

"He hated the way I batted," writes Afridi of the 1999 India
tour, accusing Miandad of not giving him batting practice before
the Chennai Test in which he scored a century to help Pakistan to
a 12-run victory.

"Javed's attitude towards me touched a new low. Before the
post-match ceremony, he pulled me aside and said 'Listen, buddy,
you'd better make sure you thank me in the presentation'. I could-
n't believe it.

"That day I lost all my respect for Javed Miandad, supposedly
one of the greats of the game but in reality, a small man."

Afridi described another teammate, Waqar Younis, as a
mediocre captain and terrible coach.

He said Imran Khan, a former captain and now prime minister
of Pakistan, had an "abrasive style leadership".

"By the way, they say that Khan... runs his cabinet the same

way," he added.
Afridi heaped praise on the late Bob Woolmer, however, the

Englishman who coached Pakistan during his best years.
"I can safely say that the only coach who gave me that kind of

support was Woolmer. My batting stats were better under him," he
writes. He described former Indian opener Gautam Gambhir, with
whom he clashed on field in 2007, as "a burn out who had attitude
problems". "I remember that run-in with him in 2007 tour when he
completed a single while running straight into me. The umpires
had to finish it off or I would have," he said.

"Clearly we had a frank bilateral discussion about each other's
female relatives."

JAVED MIANDAD LASHES OUT AT AFRIDI
Former Pakistan captain Javed Miandad broke his silence on

the allegations leveled against him by Shahid Afridi in his recently
published book, by saying that he laughs at the accusations.

Afridi in his autobiography, Game Changer, called Miandad 'a
small man', who didn't let him practice before the side's historic
clash against India. –AGENCIES

RAWALPINDI: Pakistan Military's central spokesman Major
General Asif Ghafoor on Monday made it clear that there is no
organised terrorist infrastructure in any part of Pakistan, but there
is possibility of presence of scattered individuals of second or third
tiers of banned outfits.

"We can say with evidence that now there is no organised
terrorist infrastructure in Pakistan," said Director General Inter-
Services Public Relations (DG ISPR) Ghfoor while briefing
media about security matters and recent tensions between
Pakistan and India. "We share intelligence with 70 countries," he
informed, as he lamented that over 81,000 Pakistanis were mar-
tyred or injured in the war against terrorism. "This is the cost we
paid for this cooperation," he said. The spokesman noted that
radicalisation took root in Pakistan due to the impact of the
Afghan jihad and the Iranian revolution. "After 9/11, internation-
al powers wanted to pressure Pakistan to devise policies accord-
ing to their will," he said.

"Terrorism came to Pakistan when international forces started
the operation in Afghanistan. Since 9/11, Pakistan conducted
kinetic operations against terrorist organisations."

The DG ISPR said it was decided on January 1 this year as to
how to mainstream proscribed organisations.

"But there was an issue of finances. In February, when this
was announced for the first time in Pakistan's history funds were
allotted for this.

'INDIA TELLING ONE LIE AFTER ANOTHER'
On the recent border tensions with India, Major General

Ghafoor said the neighbouring country was continuing to spew lies.
"Since the last two months India has been continuing to lie. As

a responsible country we have not responded to their lies. Lies
have to be repeated again and again. Truth only needs to be spoken
once," he said.

"The truth is that there was an incident in Pulwama. Attacks
on the police in Pulwama have happened before. There was no
damage at our end in Balakot. We took local and foreign media
there to show them [the truth].

"We will facilitate Indian media if they choose to come to
Balakot to see the truth," the DG ISPR offered.

"When there is a war you receive reports from the ground.
When I was to come for the press conference, I tweeted based on

reports that there were two pilots. After the news conference,
reports were cleared and there was one pilot as the reports
received were from two different spots.

"We are waiting for the appropriate time to honour our pilots
who downed the Indian planes," he said.

"India has not said what happened in Pakistan's counter-
strike. Who was at the brigade headquarters when Pakistan con-
ducted the strike?" the DG ISPR questioned.

"On 28th [February] when India was preparing to fire mis-
siles, what happened at the Line of Control that night? How many
gun positions did you have to change?"

He further said that the concept of Hindutva in India, as a
result of which Muslims have been targeted there, raises genuine
concern for Pakistanis.

PAKISTAN TO MAINSTREAM OVER 30,000 MADARIS
Pakistan will mainstream the over 30,000 madaris in the coun-

try, Director General Inter Services Public Relations (DG ISPR)
Major General Asif Ghafoor said in a news conference on Monday.

"25 million Pakistani children are not in school... There are
over 30,000 madaris in Pakistan and 2.5 million children receive
an education here."

"The government and support institutions have decided to
mainstream all these madaris... Their curriculum will include con-
temporary subjects... These madaris will be under the Ministry of
Education," DG ISPR added.

According to Major General Ghafoor, the Army Chief had
engaged with Ulema from all sects on this and they all agreed that
it was necessary to mainstream madaris and contemporary educa-
tion must be taught.

The syllabus for the madaris would not include hate speech
and ensure respect for other sects, said the military spokesman.

He added that madaris students after completing their studies
would have degrees and have the same opportunities as students
studying in private schools.

According to the DG ISPR, at the start of this process, Rs2
billion would be required and then Rs1 billion annually would be
required.

ACTION AGAINST PROSCRIBED ORGANISAITONS
The DG ISPR said that after kinetic operations were complet-

ed the state of Pakistan decided to take action against proscribed
organisations and formulated the National Action Plan.

He dismissed that recent actions against proscribed organisa-
tions were being taken due to external pressures. "The state of
Pakistan had made the decision a long time back to rid our society
of extremism, terrorism and steps were being taken for this."

"On January 1, 2019, the decision was taken on how to deal
with proscribed organisations but there was an issue of finances. The
decision-making body decided that execution would be difficult
without finances. In February when this was announced, for the first
time in the history of Pakistan the government allotted funds for
this." To control the welfare setup of these organisations, DG ISPR
said the government had made a setup that all hospitals and madaris
which are not violent and extremist would be brought under the
supervision of the government. –MONITORING DESK

LAHORE: Prime Minister Imran Khan on Saturday said only foreign investment could
steer the country out of prevailing economic crisis and the government was trying its utmost to
facilitate investors by taking steps for ease of doing business.

He was addressing the inaugural ceremony of JW Forland Production Facility Park Phase-
I at Raiwind. Punjab Governor Chaudhry Muhammad Sarwar, Chief Minister Sardar Usman
Buzdar, Special Assistant to the Prime Minister on Information and Broadcasting Minister Dr
Firdous Ashiq Awan, PM's Spokesperson Nadeem Afzal Chan, Punjab Industries Minister Mian
Aslam Iqbal, JW Forland President Javed Afridi and Chief Executive Officer (CEO) of Ruba
SEZ Group Shah Faisal Afridi were also present.

Earlier, the prime minister also inaugurated Haier Pakistan Industrial Park Phase-II.
The prime minister said the Chinese investment like the Forland Park would help Pakistan

overcome the economic crisis and also prove to be a source of wealth creation.
More wealth, he said, helped generate more taxes for the government, thus enabling it to

bring maximum facilities and opportunities for the people of Pakistan. The investment, he cited,
also created ample employment opportunities, which subsequently improved the living standard
of common man, and in that way, a country developed and progressed. Imran Khan said with

the completion of all three phases of JW Forland, for the first time Pakistan would be manufac-
turing vehicles completely with each and every part made locally. Earlier, the vehicles were used
to be assembled in the country only, he added.

The prime minister lauded the company's plan of manufacturing the electric car, which, he
said, would help reduce pollution, particularly in the cities like Lahore.

He congratulated the management of JW Forland, saying their venture would create 40,000
jobs and generate Rs 30 billion annual taxes for the government. The company in future would
also be in position to export its products to bring in foreign exchange, he added.

The prime minister said through the Board of Investment, the government was making all-
out efforts to remove impediments to businesses and facilitate the investors.

He said so far investors had been facing hurdles like red-tapism, bribery and corruption,
which forced them to move to other destinations like Dubai.

He said effective measures were also being put in place to ensure one-window facility
for Special Economic Zones (SEZs). Earlier, presenting an overview of the project, Javed
Afridi said the JW Forland project would prove to be a milestone in the auto industry of
Pakistan. –AGENCIES

Shahid Afridi Slams Miandad, Waqar And Imran, Casts Doubt On Age Record

DG ISPR Asserts No Organised Terrorist
Infrastructure Operates On Pakistan's Soil

PM Inaugurates JW Forland Production Facility Park
Phase 1, Haier Pakistan Industrial Park Phase-II

A s the world in general witnessed a military spending boom in
2018 the United States and China accounted
for almost half of the world's military expen-

diture last year, says a new report of the Stockholm
International Peace Research Institute (SIPRI).

Global spending on defense hit $1.82 trillion
in 2018, up 2.6% on the previous year and the
highest figure since 1988, the first year that reli-
able global data was available, according to the
Swedish think tank.

The United States - which retains its title as the
world's biggest military spender - raised its spend-
ing for the first time in seven years to $649 billion
in 2018. The US spent almost as much on defense
in 2018 as the next eight countries on the list com-
bined, the report said.

"They are in the midst of implementing a mili-
tary modernization program over the next 20 to 25
years, which some analysts say will cost the US $1.8
trillion," Nan Tian, a researcher for the SIPRI Arms
and Military Expenditure Program, told CNN. He
said the modernization program, which was agreed
upon in the final year of the Obama administration,
"will continue [military spending] increases in the
US in the coming years," Tian added.

China, the world's second largest spender,
increased its spending by 5% to $250 billion in 2018
- the 24th consecutive year of rising Chinese mili-
tary expenditure, SIPRI wrote. China accounted for 14% of global
defense expenditures last year, the report said.

Saudi Arabia ($67.6 billion), India ($66.5 billion), France ($63.8

billion), Russia ($61.4 billion) and the UK ($50 billion) were among

the world's biggest military spenders, according to SIPRI data.

GEOPOLITICAL TENSIONS

Tensions between Asian countries, as well US and China's
contest for primacy, were "major drivers" for
the growth in military spending in Asia and
Oceania, SIPRI added.

"At $507 billion, military spending in the
region accounted for 28% of the global total in
2018," SIPRI wrote.

In 2018, India increased spending by 3.1%
to $66.5 billion and its longtime rival Pakistan
increased spending by 11% to $11.4 billion.

And in spite of Russian military spending
falling in the last couple years, "growing percep-
tions of a threat" from Russia has precipitated
large increases in military spending in several
Central and Eastern European countries.

"Spending by Poland rose by 8.9% in 2018
to $11.6 billion, while Ukraine's spending was
up by 21% to $4.8 billion. Spending by Bulgaria,
Latvia, Lithuania and Romania also grew (rang-
ing from 18% to 24%) in 2018," the report said.

As for Western Europe, "there has been
talks of increasing spending in line with NATO
but we have not seen it in evidence," Tian said
of pressure by the Trump administration on a
number of NATO allies to increase defense
spending to the recommended target of 2% of
GDP. "If there is any country that is pushing
[to get to a] 2% share of GDP, it is Germany,"

Tian said. Germany spent 1.2% of its GDP on defense in 2018
and previously pledged to increase spending to 1.5% of GDP by
2024. –MONITORING DESK

New Report Says US, China Account For
Almost Half Of World's Military Spending

BRIEFS

– US ACCOUNTS FOR 35.6 PERCENT WHILE CHINA ACCOUNTS FOR 14 PERCENT OF GLOBAL DEFENSE EXPENDITURES IN 2018

Maj Gen Asif Ghafoor Ask Pasthun Tahafuz
Movement to provide missing persons list

and disclose source of funding”

FORMER CRICKET CAPTAIN JAVED MIANDAD , HOWEVER, LASHES OUT AT AFRIDI, SAYS HAD A LAUGH AT HIS BOOK

 IMRAN KHAN SAYS ONLY FOREIGN INVESTMENT CAN STEER COUNTRY OUT OF ECONOMIC CRISIS


