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T housands of opposition and pro-
government supporters rallied in
Venezuela on Wednesday, a day

after opposition leader Juan Guaido
called for the military to oust President
Nicolas Maduro. 

"If the regime thought we had
reached maximum pressure, they can-
not even imagine," Guaido told thou-
sands of supporters in eastern Caracas.
"We have to remain in the streets."

Maduro also called for his support-
ers to take to the streets. On Twitter, he
said that foreign interference was not
the way forward in Venezuela.

"It was demonstrated that interfer-
ence, coups and armed confrontations,
are not the way for our beloved
Venezuela," Maduro wrote.

"The route to settle differences will
always be constitutionality and mutual
respect," he added.

In the western part of Caracas,
Venezuelans banged drums and carried
banners that called for "freedom". On a
highway close to an airbase in the east
of the capital, government forces fired
tear gas on protesters.

The United Nations (UN) said it
was "worried" by reports of security
forces using "excessive" force against
demonstrators.

"In light of the mass protests
planned for today, we call on all sides to
show maximum restraint and on the
authorities to respect the right to peace-

ful assembly. We also warn against the
use of language inciting people to vio-
lence," it said in a statement.

Maduro supporters marched wear-
ing red, and the party's leaders said
Wednesday's results were a result for

the government.
"Yesterday, hate and improvisation

prevailed; nobody knows who is lead-

ing today," Diosdado Cabello, president
of the National Constituent Assembly,
said during the march.

"[On our side] we are celebrating a
victory, and we are celebrating with the
working class."

Guaido's choice of International
Workers' Day for the major protest
came as he tried to win the support of
union leaders, who comprise a tradi-
tional base that has always shown sup-
port for Maduro and his socialist party.

The protest participation provided a
test for Guaido's plan to overthrow
Maduro, a day after the opposition
leader called for a "military uprising" in
his strongest move since invoking the
constitution to declare himself interim
president on January 23.

"This is the time to go out and
protest," Rachid Yasbek, an opposition
leader, told Al Jazeera.

"Somehow there has been some
fragmentation within the government
structure; it would be a mistake to
stop," he added.

Maduro has accused the United
States and Guaido of staging a "coup".
On Tuesday night, the socialist presi-
dent declared victory over the uprising,
saying the opposition's move will not go
unpunished.

Although Guaido has earned the
backing of the US and dozens of other
Western countries, Maduro holds the
support of the armed forces and Russia,
China, Iran, Turkey and Cuba.

VENEZUELA: Pro-Govt,
Opposition Supporters Rally
In Caracas As Crisis Deepens

Russian Plane Catches
Fire At A Moscow Airport,
41 Passengers Killed

A t least 41 passengers on board a
Russian Aeroflot passenger plane
were killed after it caught fire while

making an emergency landing at a Moscow
airport on Sunday.

Television footage showed the Sukhoi
Superjet-100 making the crash landing at
Moscow’s Sheremetyevo airport with much
of the rear part of the plane engulfed in
flames.

The harrowing video showed passengers
leaping from the front of the burning plane
onto an inflatable slide and staggering across
tarmac and grass.

Forty-one people were killed including at
least two children, Russian investigators were
cited by the Interfax news agency as saying.

Another 11 people were injured, said
Dmitry Matveyev, the Moscow region’s
health minister. Three were hospitalised but
they were not in a serious condition.

The airport said in a statement the plane
turned back for unspecified technical reasons
and made a hard landing that started the fire.

“Investigators soon will begin interview-
ing victims, eyewitnesses, airport staff and
the airline carrier, as well as other persons
responsible for the operation of the aircraft,”
Investigative Committee spokeswoman
Svetlana Petrenko said.

News agencies said the Sukhoi aircraft,
which had been flying from Moscow to the
northern Russian city of Murmansk before
turning back, was carrying 73 passengers and
five crew members.

Russian investigators said they were
looking into whether the pilots had breached
air safety rules.

“As the aircraft was gaining altitude, in
about seven minutes into the flight and at
about 10,000-feet altitude, the aircraft started
to descend,” Anil Padhra, an aerospace engi-
neer, told Al Jazeera.

“This shows that the pilots were aware
that something was wrong with the aircraft.
They knew that they had to get back to the
airport.”

Citing an anonymous source, Interfax
said the plane landed with its fuel tanks full
because — having lost contact with air traffic
controllers — it was too dangerous to dump its
fuel tanks over Moscow.

“It attempted an emergency landing but
did not succeed the first time, and on the
second time the landing gear hit [the
ground], then the nose did and it caught
fire,” the source said. The Flightradar24
tracking service showed the aircraft circled
twice over Moscow before making the
emergency descent and landing after about
45 minutes. –MONITORING REPORT

Another Anti-People
Move, PTI Govt Increases
POL Prices Sky-High
n Petrol price goes up by Rs9.42
per litre, diesel price has been
increased by Rs4.89 per litre

By Faisal Ali Ghumman

C itizens of Pakistan received another
nerve-shaking and strong current of fuel
price hike on Saturday night after the

Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaaf government pushed
the patrol price by Rs9- an extra-ordinary hike in
the last few years. 

The price of petrol has been jacked up by
Rs9.42 per litre with effect from today, May 5,
after the Economic Coordination Committee of
the federal cabinet approved the hike in a meet-
ing on Friday last.

Petrol is now priced at Rs108.31 per litre,
whereas kerosene oil is available for Rs96.77.

Diesel price has been increased by Rs4.89
per litre, after which the commodity is now
priced at Rs122.32 per litre. The new price of
light-diesel oil is Rs86.94 per litre.

FBR LEVIES HIGHER GST BY HIKING IT
TWO PERCENT

Meanwhile, the Federal Board of Revenue
has levied a higher GST (sales tax) on petrol, hik-
ing it from 2 percent to 12 percent. The GST on
high-speed and light-diesel oil now stands at 17
percent, while the tax on kerosene oil has been
increased from 8 to 17 percent.

Commenting on the latest hike in fuel prices,
Special Assistant to the Prime Minister on
Information and Broadcasting Firdous Ashiq
Awan said "the government has not dropped the
petrol bomb intentionally."

"Fuel prices have gone up all over the world.
The burden of the increased prices would have to
be borne by the government and public together,"
she added.

PTI GOVERNMENT FACES SEVERE
CRITICISM

People from all walks of life has lambasted
at the government to increase petrol price by Rs9
that will not only affect the households spending,
but also eventually push inflation upward.

"The colossal hike in fuel prices is an evi-
dent of the fact that people of Pakistan have lost
trust in politicians who cannot provide any relief
to masses except squeezing them financially,"
said Zulqernain Tahir, an analyst cum senior
journalist from Lahore, while speaking to
lahoremirror.com.

Tahir, who is associated with Daily Dawn
and an academician too, is of the view that Prime
Minister Imran Khan, who is a dream seller, is
being considered by people a naive who has been
imposed over the throne to duck their blood.

"People are now cursing him for increasing
POL prices. Mr Khan should better resign and get
back to his charity work", Mr Tahir advised.

"We voted for PTI in 2018 elections with a
strong impression that Imran Khan will
become spokesperson for 21 million popula-
tion of Pakistan and provide each and every
relief to poverty-stricken masses, but he fol-
lowed the footprints of his predecessors," said
a government employee, who wished not to be
named. –LAHORE MIRROR

D R Reza Baqir, a Pakistani
economist working for the
International Monetary

Fund (IMF) - has been appointed
the governor of the State Bank of
Pakistan by the federal govern-
ment amid a bailout package
Islamabad is seeking to finalise
from the global lender.

The government also appointed
senior customs officer Ahmed
Mujtaba Memon new chairman of
the Federal Board of Revenue
(FBR).

"The President of Pakistan is
pleased to appoint Dr Reza Baqir
as Governor State Bank of
Pakistan (SBP) for a period of
three years from the date he
assumes office," read a notifica-
tion from the government issued
late Saturday night.

A Harvard and Berkeley
University of California alumnus,
Dr Baqir has been with the IMF
since 2000 and is presently the
Fund's senior resident representa-
tive in Egypt. He has previously
served as the head of the IMF
Mission for Romania, and as Head
of the Fund's Debt Policy Division.

Baqir's appointment comes a
day after Tariq Bajwa resigned
from the post of SBP governor.

AHMED MUJTABA MEMON
NEW FBR CHAIRMAN

The government appointed
Ahmed Mujtaba Memon on the post
of Federal Board of Revenue (FBR)
chairman, which also fell vacant on
Friday after the removal of Jahanzeb

Khan, the chairman of the tax collec-
tion body.

Memon comes from the Pakistan
Customs Service and is presently an
additional secretary in the Finance
Division. A notification for Memon's
appointment is likely to be issued
shortly.

The key appointments come
only weeks after Finance Minister
Asad Umar was asked to step down
amid vital bailout negotiations with
the IMF, suggesting the government
wants to overhaul its financial team
amid weakening growth rates and

soaring inflation.
Last month, Prime Minister

Imran Khan appointed Dr Abdul
Hafeez Sheikh as Adviser on
Finance in place of Umar, as infla-
tion rose to its highest in six years.

The IMF is pushing Pakistan to
embrace a more flexible rupee policy

to end repeated boom-and-bust
cycles, with many analysts arguing
that the local currency is overvalued.

The government has also been
frustrated by the low tax collection
rates during its first year in office,
with the disappointing figures threat-
ening the prime minister's promises
to build a welfare state for the poor.

The central bank in March cut its
economic growth estimates, forecast-
ing the economy would expand 3.5
to 4 percent in the 12 months to the
end of June, well short of a govern-
ment target of 6.2 percent.

The IMF paints a gloomier
picture, predicting growth of 2.9
percent in 2019 and 2.8 percent
next year.

A t least 24 Palestinians and four Israelis
were killed after Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu ordered
“massive strikes” on the Gaza Strip
following a two-day escalation.

Israeli warplanes and gunboats continued to
target the Gaza Strip on Sunday as fighters in the
besieged enclave fired a barrage of rockets into
southern Israel. 

A 34-year-old Hamas commander was killed in
what the Israeli military described as a targeted
strike. An army statement accused Hamad al-
Khodori of “transferring large sums of money”
from Iran to armed factions in Gaza.

He was the fifth Palestinian reported killed on
Sunday. Other Palestinian victims included two
pregnant women and three infants.

In the Israeli city of Ashkelon, a 58-year-old
Israeli man was killed after being struck by shrap-
nel from a rocket attack. Two other Israelis, criti-
cally wounded in a separate rocket attacks on a fac-
tory on Sunday afternoon, later died.

“This morning I instructed the IDF [the Israeli
Army] to continue with massive strikes against ter-
rorists in the Gaza Strip,” Netanyahu, who doubles

as Israeli defence minister, said in a statement after
consulting with his security cabinet on Sunday.

He said he had also ordered “tanks, artillery
and infantry forces” to reinforce troops already
deployed near Gaza, a move that raised fears of a
ground invasion.

“Hamas is responsible not only for its attacks
against Israel, but also for the Islamic Jihad’s
attacks, and it is paying a very heavy price for it,”
Netanyahu added.

Armed factions in Gaza, otherwise known as
the Joint Operations Room, which include the mili-
tary wing of Hamas and the Islamic Jihad
Movement in Palestine, vowed on Saturday to
“extend its response” if the Israeli army continued
to target the strip.

“Our response will be broader and more painful
in the event [Israel’s] extends in aggression, and we
will remain the protective shield of our people and
our land,” the Joint Operations Room said in a
statement.

Al Jazeera’s Harry Fawcett, reporting from the
Israeli side of the fence with Gaza, said the escala-
tion was “far from over”.

“This is potentially a dangerous and long,

major military escalation,” he said. “The Israeli
media is quoting senior defence sources as saying
they expect this fighting to last some days.”

Israeli media reported Gaza fighters over the
past two days fired more than 400 rockets at
towns and cities in southern Israel and that the
Israeli Iron Dome anti-missile system had inter-
cepted more than 250 of them. The government
media office in Gaza said Israeli warplanes carried
out about 150 raids, in addition to artillery-
shelling targeting 200 civilian landmarks in the
Gaza Strip, including residential buildings,
mosques, shops and media institutions.

About 70 Palestinians were wounded in the
attacks, according to Gaza’s health ministry.

Gaza resident Um Alaa Abu Absa spent
Sunday picking up broken glass and debris inside
her property in the aftermath of the air raids.

“There was a lot of bombing, the neighbours
were affected a lot, the street scene was indescrib-
able, people were afraid and terrified and running,
and everyone was looking for their children,
nobody was able to see others,” Abu Absa said.

“We call on the international community to act
swiftly in order to ease tensions that have increased

due to Israel’s disproportionate actions in the
region,” a Turkish foreign ministry statement said.

On Sunday, the Israeli army denied that
Falastine Abu Arar, the 37-year-old pregnant
mother, and her 14-month old niece Siba, were
killed by Israeli forces. Instead it blamed a misfir-
ing of a Palestinian rocket.

Two Palestinian men, 22-year-old Imad Nseir
and 25-year-old Khaled Abu Qaleeq, were also
killed by Israeli air raids on Saturday night.

The Palestinian Islamic Jihad group said the
two men killed overnight on Sunday, Mahmoud
Issa, 26 and Fawzi Bawadi, 23, were members of
its armed wing. In the early afternoon, two more
Palestinians were killed after an Israeli air raid
targeted a group of people in the eastern Gaza
City neighbourhood of Shujayea, the health min-
istry said. The men were identified as Bilal
Mohammed al-Banna and Abdullah Abu Atta,
said to be in their 20s. Shortly after, in what
Palestinians have called the first targeted assassi-
nation since 2014, Israeli air raids hit the car of
al-Khoudary, the Hamas commander, in Gaza
City. Three other Palestinians were wounded on
the attack. –LAHORE MIRROR
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